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An Ordination Sermon: 


SEZIZSIE IS AUO CELEACIEIER 


2 CORINTHIANS, It, 1%: 


For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of 
God ; but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in the 
fight of God [peak we in Chriſt. 


HESE words were ſpoken by the Apoſtle 


Paul, under a ſolemn and awful ſenſe of the. 


greatneſs aud importance of the work of the Miniſtry, 
and the neceſſity of ſincerity and fidelity in the dif< 


charge of the duties of that ſacred office. He gives 
exalred praiſe to God, that he ſhould be counted. 


worthy of the ſacred truſt, and for the ſucceſs which 


had attended his labors. He bleſſes Gob for the tri- 
umphant honors which were put upon him and the. 


other Apoſtles in Chriſt, in the manifeſtation of his 
ſaving knowledge to the ſouls of men in every place, 
where they had been called to miniſter. In alluſion, 
probably, to the fragrant odours, which perfumed the 
ſacrifices offered among the anciears,in their triumph=- 


al rejoicings over.their enemies, theApoſtles accounted 


themſelves unto Gop a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt in them 


that are faved, and in them that periſh, As rich per-_ 
fumes 
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fumes to fone conſtitutions are- overpowering and de. 
ſtructive, ſo to them who will not believe and obey it, 
the rich and infinitely precious {ayour of the goſpel, 
is efficacious only in hardening the heart, and fitting 
them for indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guiſh, and the revelation of the righteous judgment 
of Gop : But. upon-them- who receive 14, the bleſſed 
goſpel ſheds its {weert odours, the foul reviving fra- 
grance of 'etcrnal life, With a mind deeply impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of the'greatneſs of the work, and theadit- 
ferent ſucceſs, and ſolemn conſequences which attend 
the preaching of the goſpel, as it almoſt ready to fink 
under the weight, the Apoſtle exclaims, © Who is ſuf 
ficient for thefe things ?”” As if he had faid, « How | 
great'is'the work to which I am called ? Who is able 
to. ſuſtain, the burdens. and+\perform the labors of the 
ſacred office, and preach the word as it ought .to- be 
preached ! But as Gob knows our infirmities, and our 
fincerity ; and as we enter upon the buſineſs 1n his fear, 
'and in, his ſtrength, we truſt to his power-and-bieſſing 
for ſuppor: and ſucceſs ;** For we arc not as many who” 
corrupt the word of God ; but as of ſincerity, but as 
of God, in the fight of Gad ſpeak we in Chriſt, 


By the word of Gon we underſtand the ſacred 
volumes of the old and vew Teſtaments, which. were 
revealed tg holy men of old, who ſpake not by the 
will. of man, but as they were moved by the holy 
Ghoſt. This revelation 1s, confirmed by. miracles, and 
by prophefies and their accompliſhment, with all thoſe 
other marks and evidences, which a revelation. can 
admit. The boly Scriptures, founded upon the truth 
of Gop, have withſtood all the attacks. of infidels, and 
the ignorant and vain pretenders. to rcalgn and com» 
mon lenſe 1n-every period. of the world. The ſacred 


Icriptures have been embraced by. the moſk learned, 
the 


«a Dj 


the. moſt- pious. and judicious men, as. the.pure-and. 
baly word of Gad, This, word contains. a-ſyſtera of 
religion, which, in point. of; dotzine, and morality, 
fands unrivalled by any ſyſtem which ever appeared 
in our world. Cheiſtianity as-the truth of Gop, and 
for its purity and excellence, demands the belief and 
eſteem. of all mankind, Thy ward, ſaith the Pfalmiſt, 

is-very pure ; therefore thy ſervant lovesh it. Conſi. 
dering the Scriptures then as the .pure. and holy word 


of Gop, theſe two things will be attempted from the = 


TEXT, 


I, To. ſhow. that it ought.to_ be the. ſerious. con. 


cern of every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt not to cope 
rupt the ward of Gop, Bur, 


IL As of ſincerity, as. of Gon, and- ag. in/ the 


fight of Goo, ro-ſpeak the word in- Chriſt, 


|. -I7. ought: to be' the ſerious concern af: every 
faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, not. to corrupt the ward 


of Goo. 


Taz Greek word, which is here tranſlated corrup?,. 
very fignificantly alludes to ſelling of articles, which 
are adulterated for the ſake of gain ; or it means de. 


ceittul, fraudulent: dealing. The Apoſtle apphes 
the- phraſe to- thoſe ignorant and; artful teachers who 
deal in deceit and hypocriſy, corrupting the word for 


the lake of gain. Being men of corrupt minds, anda 


defiled conſcience, from ſelfiſh, wicked: vicss, 


adulterate the word of God, and impole error inſtead = 
of- truth upon mankind. The Apolile deſcribes them ** 


as men of corrupt minds, deftitute of; the truth, and 


reprobate concerning the faith. As there always 
have-been, ſo.it may be expected there always vall be - 
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+] 
fome in every age of the- Church, whobeing deſtitute 
of a pure heart; of! a'good- conſcience, and faith un« 
feigned; ſwerve from the truth, and turn aſide to error; 


Hence, it may be expeRed rhere will always be ſome 
who will corrupt the word of Gop, 


Ta1s may be done in many ways, We may take 
notice of a few of the numberleſs inſtances in which 
the word of Gop may be-corrupred. 


Tnrs may be done by ſetting afide, as of no weight 
or conſequence, ſome of the moſt important and eſ<- 
ſential doctrines of chriſtianity. Some, who profeſs to 
be wiſe and learned teachers. of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
deny the doctrine of human depravity ; the plan of 
. redemption through the rich mercy and free grace 
of: Goppand the” atonement of Chriſt— They deny 
that the divine Saviour was more than a 'mere man— 
and diſcard many other doctrines effentially conneted 
with theſe;—Strike theſe out of the ſyſtem of - our 
religion, and what a ſcheme of chriſtianity ſhould we 
have ? Whether ſuch teachers are not corrupters of 
the word of Gop, judge ye. 


Taz word of | God may alſo be corrupted by add. 
ing the doctrines and inventions of men, and palming 
them upon mankind as divine truths. To deal in 
ſuch adulterations is to put a cheat upon the world, 
and to endanger the fouls of men. Such teachers 
Have reaſon to fear the \ plagues and judgments de- 
nounced-againſt thoſe who, add to, or diminiſh from, 
the propheſy of Gop, Thus ſaith the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the firſt and the 
laſt, I teſtify unto every man that heareth the words 
of the propheſy of this book, if any man ſhall add unto 
theſe things, Gop ſhall add unto him the plagues that 

| arc 


| [ 9] 


are written in this book 5 And if any man thatl taks 
away froro. the words of the book of this prophecy; _ 
Gop ſhall take away his part out of the book of 

life, | my | 
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Ignorant and unguarded teachers, by wrong cons 
&  Rructions and miſreprefentations, may corrupt the 

word of Gor, By this mean truth may be darkened - 
by words without knowledge ; and error be drefled up 
in a falſe garb, and paſſed for truth, This may lead 
the mind aſtray, and endanger the comfort and falva- 
tion of ſouls. To prevent evils of fuch magnitude, 
the-preacher in all his ftudies and reſearches after truth, 
would do well carefully and ferupulaufly,; to examine _ © 
mto the fenſe of the facred writer m every paſſage ©: 
which he attempts to explain to others. He ought ro © 
be well ſatisfied of the deſign, and main object the 2: + 
writer had in view, He ought duly to attend to the + 
connexions of the paſſage, and compare it with others *- 
which, may throw light upon it. The perfor? who * 
writes, the time, the circumſtances, and occaffon of 
whatzhe ſays, ſhould all be taken into conſideration. 
Fhe ſuppoſed meaning with irs conſequences ought, 
finally,” ro be compared -with the common analogy of 
faith, and with the known and acknowledged attributes 
of- Deity. - Such attention and mode of mquiry may 
guard:the ſenfible and honeſt preacher from effentially 
corrupting the word of Gop. 


Tux word of God may alſo be corrupted by with. 
holding ſome effential truth, or by making che-an<_ - 
*ſpired writers ſpeak more than they ever intended. 
As in the caſe of evidence, the truth may be greatly 
injured by ſtraining ſome facts above their real impli- 
City, and by withholding ſome sffential truths, which _. 
were neceffary to the right underſtanding of others z 


or 


F196 ] 


or by making the words mean more than was intended; 
and more than the truth will bear. Senſible of this, 
and knowing that no ſcripture is of: private interpre- 
tation, but that every revealed ſubject, as times and 
circumſtances may require, may be treated of ; and 
knowing alſo, that to- withhold the truth might en- 
danger fouls, the Apoſtle Paul did not ſhun to declare 
the whole counſel of Gop ; and could call his hearers 
to witneſs that he was pure from the blood of all men. 


. Taz word of Gob may alſo be corrupted by ſpeak- 
ing {mooth things, flattering the vanity, and quieting 

the minds of men in fin with the hope of peace, 
while to the wicked there is no peace. That liberality 
of ſentiment, and ſuperficial mode of preaching, which 
make no diſtinftion between good and bad principles, 
and confider religious opinions as of little or no con- 
ſequence, may do as much injury to the cauſe of Chriſt, 
as infidelity itſelf. If any then, through laxity of ſen» 
timent, from an accommodating diſpotition, through 
fear of man, or leſt they ſhould hurt the feelings of 
ſome who hear them, ſhould lightly paſs over the 
©. great doctrines of the evil of ſin, the neceſſity of re- 
newing and fanctitying grace, the certainty of. a day 
of judgment, and a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments, &c. might they not be juſtly deemed cor- 
rupters of the word of Gop? May not ſuch preach- 
ers juſtly fear the wo denounced againſt thoſe who pro-. 
pheſy ſmooth things, and heal the hurt of the ſoul 
ilightly, and ace not yaliant for the truth ? 


To lefſen rhe force of the weighty motives of the 
poſpel, which apply to the fears and conſciences of 
nners ; which were deſigned and adapted to awe 
them from fin, and to awaken in them a ſerious con. 
Fern for their immortal intereſts, is to corrupt the word 


of 


_ CL 1] 


of Gop. Such preachers afford but a leble aid if 
any at all, to the cauſe of virtue, and the religion of, 
| Jelus. It argues an indifference to the moſt weighty 

concerns, and the want of that caution and {criouſneſs, 


\ which are neceſſary 20 guard them againſt corrupting. $3 
; the word of Gop, | 2s 
_ | Taz word of Gop may alſo be greatly corrupted by ; » | 
miſrepreſenting the Divine character, 


ALMosr every error which has crept into. theology, 
has © been founded upon wrong notions, and miſ... *:: 
repreſentations of Gop, Some repreſent him as an. | Y 
arbitrary deſpotic Being, determining the final end and. - 
eternal ſtate of mankind, by a inere act of ſfover 
abſolute decree, without regard cither to the; n 
fitneſs of things, or to the gaod, or the bad chaz 
of his ſubjects. Some would repreſent him as tbeim-.. © 
mediate creator of every volition, whether good "or. 
' evil, in ſuch a manner as virtually, though perhaps 
not intentionally, to exclude all other agency but that 
of the Deity from the Univerſe. Others, to avoid 
| ſuch erroneous poſitions, and to ſhun a train of py. 
conſequences which unavoidably follow, run. into t 
contrary extreme, and would make man, as to the |. 
origin of his volitions and moral actions, independene '* n 
of Gop. From theſe extremes, with their connexions. : 
and conſequences, an almoſt indeſcribable ſource of + 
error and corruption of the word may enſue. 
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OTurzs would repreſent the Deity as above taking» ” 
notice of the tranſactions of men. And fſuppoling : 
him co be regardleſs of his threatenings, awful delu. . 
fion, they would quiet the conſciences of ſinners with |. 
the hope, that, let them live as they will here, they | 

| will be happy hereafter. How careful ſhould 'the ; 
preacher 
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preacher be to form right conceptions of .Gon him; 
felf, leſt he corrupt the word, and lead others into fa 
tal error, | ] 


Tx1s leads me to mention another thing which hag 

4- great tendency to corrupt the word, 1 mean the 
miſuſe and abuſe of words. Is ought to be the ſeri- 
ous concern of a preacher, not only to have clear and 
diſtin ideas of important traths himſelf, but to de- 
liver them in terms as free as poſſible from ambiguity, 
It ought to be his care, not only to cxpreſs himſelf ſo 
that he may be underſtood right; but, if poſſible, ſo 
as not to be underſtood wrong. We know a difhcdlty 
may attend this matter from the nature and impertec - 
_ tion of language. But care ought to be taken not to 1n- 
ercaſe the difficulty through ignorance and inattention, 
or by an affected ſingularity in the uſe of words. By 
uſing words in a different ſenſe from that in which they 
are generally uſed and underſtood, the preacher may 
convey a meaning to others as wide from his own, as 
it may be far from the truth. An unguarded, though 
perhaps pious preacher, whoſe own mind may be im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of the holineſs and juſtice of Gop ; 
and may view fin as the accurſed thing, which the 
Eord in his ſoul hateth ; yet, may ſpeak of the divine 
efficiency in the production of all moral evil in ſuch 
a"manner, as to convey to the minds of his hearers 
the idea, awful tothink, that God is the author of ſin 
an fuch a ſenſe as to exclude all blame from the finner. 
This ſentiment, at the ſame time, may be as abhor- 
rent to the preacher himſelf as to any who hear him. 
But whatever his own meaning and intentions may be, 
to-them who hear him, he is a corrupter of the word 
of Gop. Would not our young ſtudents in divinity, 
and candidates for the Miniſtry, as well as thoſe who 
are now Miniſters of the goſpel, do well to pay a 
rick 


+ 
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Ariat and ſcrious attention to the nature at fs a i 
words/in their compoſitions ? Permit me to recome_ . bi. 
mend to all our young preachers, and ſtudents in di= *;: 
vinity, an attentive peruſal of the' great Mr. Locke 
upon the imperfection of language, the abuſe of words, 
and their-remedies. 
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Tux word of God may allo be corroptal and great, 1 
errors produced and encouraged, by ſetting afide the, 
moſt clear and certain evidence of moral agency of 
right and wrong, and the blame or the praiſe of moral , $3 
actions,” that can poſſibly apply ro the human minds. | Fg 
I mean that of ' conſciouſneſs. By fetting aſide this, : 
by adopting in its ſtead many vague and fallacious de-, ; , | 
duttions, drawn from uncertain and diſputable prin ; : i 
ciples, the mind may become bewildered in a maze; _ 
of abſtruſe and obfcure, uneditfying,” and perhaps: '*; 
dangerous ſpeculations, It muſt be the duty then of FY 
every honeſt preacher, and 1nquirer after truth, to be ; 
careful not to reject the higheſt and cleareſt evidence,” $i 
for thoſe which are more obſcure and lelfs certain ; ele {| 
tie become a corrupter of the word of Gop. 
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Tut word of Gop may alſo be corrupted by fxting |! 
up human creeds and conteſſions, inſtead of the ſacred 
ſcriptures, as' the ſtandard of chriſtian faith. Suck ; 
creeds we muſt ſuppoſe to be conceivedelther in words | 4 © 
of ſcripture, or in words which convey the precile ideas | ; 
of ſcripture, or in words which ſhall cohvey the com- 3 4 
piler's ſenſe of ſcripture. If the firſt method be!” 
adopted, and ſuch a creed ſhould be expreſſed in the 
very words of ſcripture ; it would in that caſe con |" 
tain no more than a mere abſtract of the word, which: - 
would be unneceſſary. Bur if the ſecond mcthod be: * x 
adopted, and ſuch a creed ſhould be expreſſed in words: p | 


4 


only which convey the preciſe 1dea of the ſcriptures ; N 
D ſuch | 0 
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ch a creed would amount tor the fame thing as the 
criptures themſelves expreflcd in other words, While 
we have the ſcriptures in our own hands, ſuch creeds 
cannot be neceſſary. Burt if the third method be em- 
braced, and a creed ſhould be compoſed, nor in fcrip- 
rure language, but in words which ſhall convey the 
ſenſe of the_ ſcriptures, as the compilers underſtand 
them ;_ then, whoever {kall adopt this creed will make 
rot the {criptures themſelves, but, the compilers ex- 
planation of them the ſtandard of faith. Such a me- 
thod might be very hazardous. . For what 'is this but 
to ſhift the ſtandard of. faith - (rom the. firm batis of 


ſcriprure,and to place it upon the fallible explanations. 


of fallible men ?  JThe ſcriptures theimlelves are. the 
only ſtandard of. fairh, and ſure guide to eternal life. 
The taithful miniſters of Chriſt will not impoſe any 
human creeds upon their people, as ſtandards of faith, 
inſtead+iof the facred ſcriptures. Neither will they 
Claim any dominion over the faith, or the conſ{ciences 


'of their hearers. - Nor that we have dominion over 


your falch, faith the Apoſtle, but arc heipers of your 


JOY» 


WHrarT has heen ſaid is not, however, intended to 
ſuggeſt the leaſt impropriety in a candidate's exhibir- 
ing a confeſſion of his taith-to thoſe who may be call. 
ed to: induct him into-'the ſacred office. We are ſo- 
Jemnly charged before Gop and his elect Angels, to 
lay hands ſuddenly on no; man: But to commit the 
things we have received to faithful men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. - An ordaining council have 
therefore an undoubted right to the knowledge df 
the ſentiments of the candidate, upon all the great 


. and eſſential doctrines of: chnſtianity, either by writ- 


fea or oral confeſſion, in the moſtexplicit and unequi- 
vocal 


# 
| 


-- 
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vocal terms.® Neither /is it intended; by any thi 
that has been ſaid, to ſuggeſt rhe leaſt impropriety 6 
examining into the belict and character of perſons to. 
be admitted into fellowſhip and communion of a cou» 
venanted church. Otherwilc, perſons' might be admits 

ted, whoſe only views-are to overturn te very founy 
dations of chriſtianity, 5 


- 


2 =o ou pn 


NerTHes, : # 


* The author cannot conceive the haft incon/flency ie decrying. buniay,' fn 
ereeds and confe//tons,as flandards of chriſt: an' faith inſtead of the bible x 8 
and at the fame time requiring of a Candidate for ordination the mo F 
explicit and unequivocal declaration of his fentiments, u por what "If 
counſel ſpall judge to be the leading, and effenti al pronyneds, + of wp: f 
ity. In doing this, they. do but exerciſe that right «which they regen 
grant to the candidate ; the right of judging for themfelpes. T be *rdf« 
nation of a goſpel minifer Is Gne of the moſt ſolemn and important tran fc 
attions that ever called the attention of a Prefs -ſbytery. T bis Is an affi | 
in aubich they are called to af for themſelves ; and are fpF6 Ines 14, i 
the great bead of the Church for what they ah. T bey muſt anſwer # 1M; 
#0 bim, if they admit an unworthy charatter into that office s or if hey. 
exclade a good one from it, Notw ithftanding, therefarey a conncil ma + 
ot be warranted in requiring a reaxdidate to '/ubſeribe to the articles a; 
their belief ; they undorbtedly have a right to inquire into hit, [© Jays: 
as 0 enable them to a "1 underſtandin gy and ean; cientiqn/ly im a matieny 
of fuch moment. Some fuppoſes if a candidate bas been previgu/{y appri 
bated to preach, by . ſome regular a//+ aitalion, that an ordaining conndilt* 
have no right t9 examine him at ali. If a council avere ſure the candfe; 


date had been duly examined ; ab that the principles of the examines * | 


guadrated with their own ; and that the candidate had not altert;;. 
bis ſentiments ſince bit 01's 20H ; in that caſe, any farther examini«*: 
tion would be unneceſſary. But how are they 10 #now all this * Thi: 
ds not know how be vat examined, or whether his ſentiments in thety.- 
VIEW Were righ t when be wat appro bated, But if they WEeres As ho* 
may have ahered them fence, an ordai "ming Cournc i 0 a right to foe; 

awith their own eyes ; to hear with their own ears; and ta adge for 
themſelves. And hony gentlemen, profo/ſeng caths oocifm ard I; #6 Js 
ſentiment, can con/iflently” deny this, it is hard tn conceive, © All imaging," 
ble tenderneſs, hows Very 0: uobt ta be nſed inthe examination of a candi+ 
date ; and every allowance onght to be mads for youth and inexperieng 4 
And where there is apparent evic fence | f an poreft and good mind, Ko * 
but the moſt uv eeling heart, avould W#, Þ 10 perple Xs, or entangle a youd 


gentleman with knatty and difficult queſtions, in ew a rot u* 
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NzrTwtr would I ' ſuggeſt any thing againſt out 


Ehurches binding themſelves by covenant to worſhip 


and walk rogether according to the rules of the Goſpel ; 
and of requiring others, who-would join with them, 
ro conform to the fame. For I confeſs, I do nor fee 
how-a church can well be held together in goſpel ors 
der, without a covenant of ſome torm or other. 


Tnvs, we have hinted at a few of the numerous 
ways, in which'the word of Gop may be corrupted, 
From all which we ſee how much ir ought to be the 
ferious concern of every faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
notto corrupt the word of Gop. 


j 
Bor, 


II. As: of finccrity, as of Gor, and, as in the 
fight of Gop, to ſpeak the word in Chriſt. 


GopLy ſincerity, of all things, is one of the moſt 
important in a goſpel Miniſter. For whatever attected 
gravity or zeal a man may put on ; yet, it he be def- 
titute of ſincerity of heart, to anſwer his. own ends, 
he may often corrupt the word of Gop. Such the 
Apoſtle deems deceivers, who would ſubvert whole 
houſes, reaching things which they ought not for 
filthy lucre's ſake. "Though many follow them, they 
are but falſe teachers, who would make mcrchandile - 
of the ſouls-of men. 0 


Tratre will be falſe teachers, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
who will bring in damnable herefies—and many ſhall 
follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom, the 
way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And through 
covetoulneſs ſhall they with feigned words make 'mer- 


oy chandize of you ; whoſe judgment now of a long time 


lingereth 


FEY 1 
lingereth nor, and their darnnation flumbereth not. 
Bur the holy Apoſtles renounced the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, and walked not in craftineſs, and did not 
handle the word of Gon deccitfully, but by manifeſ- 
tation of the truth, commended themſelves to every 
man's conſcience in the fight of God. IF it be ob- 
jected, that the Apoſtle Paul re!ls the Corinthians, that 
being crafty, he caught them with guile : It may be 


ſaid 1n reply : the Apoſtle did not mention this as his 
own affertion, bur as an accuſation. brought againſt 


him by his enemies ; which he confutes in what fol... | 


lows ; as may cafily be ſeen. by comparing the whole 
paſſage. The Apoſtle, indeed, ſhowed a pleaſing and 

amiable example of chriſtian condeſcention _ in leſſer 
matters, where conſcience was- not concerned. And, 
in things indifferent, became all things to all men, 
that he might ſave ſome. Burt he never withheld, 
gave vp, or diſguiſed the truth for any man, but con« 
tended” carneſtty for the faith once delivered to the 
ſaints ; and did not ſhun to declare the whole counſel 
of God. Like him, the faithful miniſter of Chriſt 


ſhould in doctrine ſhow uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſin. 


cerity, as of God. They are to treat of him, and of 


his true character, as he 1s diſplayed in his-word and” 


works, They are to preach as from God. They are 
to take their doarines from - his word, and to warn 


every man, and teach every man, concerning the things. 


of Gop, and the kingdom of his Son; and to make 
his pure and uncorrupted word the only ſtandard of 
faith and pratice. Such preachers, with great humi- 
lity and godly fear, will ſtudy not to pleaſe men, but 
Gop. They will preach not themſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord. The inquiry of ſuch a preacher will 
be, How ſhall I ſtudy ? What truths ſhall I deliver Z 
And how ſhall I deliver them, fo as moſt to glorify 
Gov, and do good to the ſouls of men ? While a 


E corrupter 
F 
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preached, lays the 
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corrupter of .the word, from pride of heart and felf- 
Concelt, may inquire, What ſhall I fay ? and how ſhall 
3 ſpeak, that I may be thought learned and wile, and 
gain the applauſes of men; the faithful _ and wiſe 

reacher will endeavor to deliver the moſt important 
truths, whether men will hear, or whether they wall 
forbear. - He will endeavor as of Gud, 1n. the ſight of 
God, to ſpeak in Chriſt, 4 I know not how it 38 with 
others,” ſaid a learned divine* jn his advice to the 
Clergy, * but the moſt reverent preacher, v ho ſpeaks 
as if he ſaw the face of God, more effects my heart, 
though with common words, than an irreverent man 
with the moſt accurate preparations, though he deliver 
himſelf with ever ſo much-ſeeming caroeſtneſs. We 
Tould ſuppoſe, faid he, when we draw near him in 
Holy things, that we ſaw, as 1t were, the throne of Gap, 


and the millions of glorious angels attending hum, that 


we may be awed with his Majcſty, leſt we profane 
his ſervice, or take his name in vain.” 


Waar has been ſaid may lead us to refle&t upon the 
miſerable characters of thoſe, wha, through ignorance, 


pride, and arrogance, from baſeneſs of mind, or with 


a view to exalt-theraſelves, become corrupters of the 
word of Gop. . What is this better than to tempt the 
Gop of Heaven, and ſport with the lives of. men ?— 
They miſrepreſent the. divine character, and darken 
counſel by words without knowledge. The paths, in 


Which they dire men, are-intricate and obſcure; and 


rcal danger 1s 1n all the way; Such preachers are 
troublers of the Church, and-perverters of the goſpel 
of Chriſt. What is this but to bring in another-goſ- 


.pel? And though we, or .an Angel from Heaven, 


preach any other greed voy You, than that ng have 
&,' 4&6 MM 9c 4Accuricd. 
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* Ws. may hence learn with what: great humility, 
prayerfulneſs, and {incerity, the preacher ought to ſtudy 
the boly ſcriptures, to find out the true mind and will 
of Gop thercin revealed ; and then with all plainneſs 
and ſeriouſneſs, to. deliver it to the people, 4 He is 
an enemy, who hides the truth ; and he is an hypo» 


crite.who does this under pretence of revealing 1t.”'*. : I ; 
Some raay deſignedly conceal their ſentiments.” But 5; 
if their ſentiments be juſt, what need-is there of this > -. 


If the cauſe in which they are engaged be a good.one, 
how can they better promote it than-by laying it open 
fairly, and pleading it honeſtly, and/ by making it as 
clearly and fully underſtood as poſſible, They, who 
undertake to preach the uncorrupted word of truth, 
have no need of diſguiſe, or to try to conceal what 
Gop hath revealed. | Preachers of uncorrupted truth 
ought to be honeſt, and faithful ro Gop,- and to thoſe 
who hear them. They ought to be plain'hearted, and 
plain dealing men ; Iraclices indeed, who deal-not in 
gutle and hypocriſy, who walk not 11 craftineſs, - nor 
handle the word of Gon deceittully. 3 


Ovk ſubject applies with great force to us, my muck 
reſpected fathers and brethren, who are honored with 
the ſacred office of the goſpel miniſtry. We learn, 
dear Sirs, how much it concerns. us, as ſtewards of the 
manifold grace of Gob,to preach that word, which will 
eventually prove the favour of life unto life, or of death {| 
unto death to thoſe who hear us, with uncorruptneſs, 3 
and great fincerity, as in the ſight of Gop. Nothing, - 
perhaps, would keep our. minds in a more humble, re+ 


verential frame, nor make us more careful to deliver *.- 


the uncorrupted word of truth, than a ſolemn ſenſe of 


the omnipreſence of Gow ; and that in his fight we * 


are to watch for fouls, as thoſe who muſt give 'an ac» *; 
count, - :.; 
® BaxTaR, 
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eotint. Were it poſſible for us to have fuch « view of 
the inviſible world as John had ; could we by an eye 
of faith ſee the Heavens opened, and behold the eternal 
Gov ſitting upon his holy throne, encircled with che. 
rubim and cerephim, and numerous orders of holy 
angels and glorified ſpirits ; could we behold the glo- 
rious Lamb of ' Gop, who was once dead, but isalive, 
and lives forevermore, ſtanding at the right hand of 
God, and fee him take the book, the revelation of the 
divine will, from him who fitteth upon the throne, 
and handing it to us, hear him fay, take rhis, my 
everlaſting goſpel, and without corrupting it, go ye, 
and dcliver it to men, in my name, as in the fight of 
God, who tonſtantly fees you from his holy throne ! 
Could we have ſuch views as theſe, how, oh ! how 
ſhould we ſtudy, how ſhould we pray, and how ſhould 
we preach the uncorrupted word'of God ! But,although 
we have not ſuch immediate views of the divine pre- 
ſence as theſe, yer, let us remember, the word of God 
is as much from him, and we are as conſtantly in his 
preſence, and are as accountable to him, as if ſuch 
ſcenes were actually, and conſtantly viſible before . us. 
Happy would ir be for us, and happy would it be for 
thoſe who hear us, if we might always entertain a juſt 
lenſe of the omnipreſence of Gov. With conſcious 
integrity, may we ever be able to adopt the language 
of the text, and ſay, We are not as many who corrupt 
the word of Gop; bur as of ſincerity, but as of Gop 
in the ſight of Gor, ſpeak we in Chriſt. Then ſhall 
we be free from the blood of all men, and fave our- 
ſelves and thoſe who hear us. 


We learn farther, that if the word of Gop be preach- 
ed in its purity, they muſt be infinitely to blame, who. 
cavil at the goſpel, and will not receive it as the word 
of life. May we all duly conſider the eternal conſe. 
quences 


[4 +] 

auences which will inevitably follow, To them, whe ;.- 
through hardneſs of heart and unbelief, reject "the +: 
truth, the word will become a ſavour of death unto : - 
death ! It will_ have influence upon them, only ro fit | * 
them for deſtruction, But to them who believe, and - -; 
obey the goſpel, the word will become a favour of life © 
unto life ; and will fit them for glory and happineſs 

eternal. © wr vl 


W1TH a few cuſtomary addreſſes the ſubje&t will .- | 
cloſe. ths. 0 


FirsT, to our young Friend and Brother, who; by ; - 
the united ſuffrages of this church and people, is now _ 
folemnly ro be conſecrated to the ſacred office of the -: 
miniſtry, according to Apoſtolic order; by prayer and * > 
the laying on of rhe hands of the Preſbytery; _ 


Dean SIR; 


By the providence of Gop, you are called early iti © - 
life into the, labors of his vineyard. You are now, 
though young, to take the overſight of this flock of : 
Gop ; to have many ſouls committed to- your charge z © :: 
for whom you are to watch, as one who muſt givean © 
account. Youafe to take the word as from the mouth ;# 
of Gop, and to-warn them from him, We confidently | 
truſt, you will do it, not as many who corrupt the word 7 
of Gob, but as of ſincerity, as of Gop, in the fight 7 * 
of Gop, you will ſpeak in Chriſt. You are no ſt (7: 
to us. Your character, your manner of life and edu= *:: 
cation, are known unto us from your childhood. ' We a2] q 
rejoice, dear Sir, in the abilities, both natural and '= * 
acquired, with which you are endowed, - But you will - 
remember, Sir, that neither the profoundeſt learning, 
nor moſt ſhining nn, without grace in the _ 


'as 1 do. 
"do this? Should I a& the 


£2? 


nd without ferious prayer, and much ſtudy and watch 
Faloeſs | 


will ſecure you againſt the numerous, and in- 


- creating errors, and corruprions of the word of Gopb, 
'\vith” which'the preſent period abounds. 
. due deference is to be paid to the writings and opini- 
-ons of learned and pious men, .you, [| truſt, will make 
-the word; the pure and unadulterated word of Gop 


While all 


your directory ; and the ſole ſtandard of your faith and 
practice. I could preſcribe to yqu my creed ; and 
could tell the ideas I have of the great doctrines of 
chriſtianity ; and could” ſolemnly exhort you, in the 
preſence of Gop and the elect angels, to preach my 
ſentiments, and to anathemarife all who do not believe 
But where ſhould I go for my authority. to 
| | part of ſuch a dogmatical 
dictator of your faith, you might juſtly pity my weak- 
neſs, and deſpiſe my arrogance. Bur,” ſurely, you 
would not follow my direction. But without aſſuming 
the. part of ſuch a vain Pontiff ; as, by your requeſt, I 
am Called to be your monitor this day, I may be-per- 
mirted to adviſe you, with great diligence and devout 
prayer, to give yourſelf to the ſtudy of the ſacred ſcrip- 
rures ;'and to make them your guide, and to follow 
no man, nor body of men, any farther than they ftol- 


low Chriſt. But as a matter of the greateſt concern, 


on which may depend the crernal life or death of them 
who hear you, be not as many, who corrupt the word 
of Gop. But ſetting at defiance the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty, nor walking 1n craftineſs, nor handling the 
word of Gop deccittully, bur by manifeſtation of the 


truth,” commend yourſelf to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of Gop. 


'Trx'preſent is a period fraught with numerous er- 
rors. A melancholy laxneſs in religious ſentiments 
and morals prevails. Policeneſs and affabilicy, liberal» 


19 


| 
| 
| 


Maſter. Then you will ſulfer no man to defpiſe your [428 


forcible of all methods of teaching ;. viz. by yourown | 
Example, in word, in Eon vectaten, ;n charity, in ſpi» |: 


[ hh, + 

[ #3 } 

ity of ſentiment and common honeſty, with many u_- 
the preſent day, 18 all the religion they defire, Bup '- 
you, . Sir, have not fo learned Chriſt, . Under ju 
ſenſe of the important reality of religion, and = u. Mp 
the influence of it upon your own. mind, you will fer |: 
at defiance every mean artifice to exalt yourſelf in the '-: 
minds of your people z and will as carefully avoid  : 
every thing, that may be derogatory to your ſacred ofs' © | 
fice, or that may lefſen the weight and influence of rey 
ligion in the minds of others. © You wi never cony > 
deſcend to diſſemble, to flatter, or even to ſmile at the 
leaſt contempt in word or behaviour caſt ypon chrif. '_ | 
tianity, or any. of its ſacred inſtitutions. Bur in all *.. 
companies, and on all vccafions, I confidently truſt, « 
you will ſhow to the world, that you believe the truths' 7: 
you preach to others ; and reſting your own falvation :, © 
upon them, it will be your fixed, reſolution, that let +! 
others do as they may, yaur whole deportment ſhall | ': 
conform to the precepts and example of our divine >; 
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youth. But you will enforce the doctrines and duties, - 
which you believe and preach-to others, . by that moſt” + - 


rit, in faith, in purity, _ In this way, you will manifeſt © -: þ 
a ſerious concern for the honor ef the Redeemer and | : v 
his religion, and far the ſalvation of your own ſoul and '-| 
the ſouls of others. __ Then will you never be aſhamed : -: 
of the croſs of Chriſt, | 4 Rn" BT 


w 


LOSE BILEL 


We= rejoice, dear Sir, that you. enter upon the las - 
bors of the miniſtry, with ſuch pleaſing and animating * -: 


> 


> 


proſpects of uſefulneſs. Ir is the happy lot 'of” bur'*7 
few, to meet with that entire unanimity-1n the proceed= * 
ings of a people, and that general and high. eſteem, : 
which is profeſſed for you in this place. "May their © + 


; unanimity PS 


LK. 
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unanimity and eſteem be as laſting as they are great: 
May no root” of bitterneſs ever ſpring up, nor ahy 


thing take place among this people, to. damp the ar-= 


dour with which you enter your employment; nor 
any thing be done or omitted by you, to diſappoint 
their moſt” raiſed expectations, from the intereſting 
connexion now forming between you. But remem- 
ber, Sir, we live in a world that is given to Change. 
However .bright and ſerene the ſun may riſe, and 
the morning appear, the day may be overcaſt be= 


"fore the cloſe. However fair and ſerene the morn- 
" Ing of your. miniſtry may be, ſome clouds may 


ariſe, and in a meaſure darken and threaten the pre= 
ſent bright proſpe&s before you. The nature of your 
office, and the natural fickleneſs of mankind, may give 


the moſt prudent and faithful miniſter cauſe to fear this. 


Without anticipating evil, the ſerious thought, that 
tranſient clouds 'may darken the brighteſt proſpects, 
ſhould keep us humble, prayerful, and watchful againſt 
the dangers of proſperity ; which many times are 
greater than thoſe of adverſity. But ſhould the preſent 
ſcene ever be darkened by intervening clouds, a firm 
truſt in Gop, and faithfulneſs tv the Redeemer's cauſe, 
will ſecure you the preſence and aſſiſtance of him, who 
hath ſaid, My grace isfufficient for you. Lo, I am 
with. you alway, even to theend of the world. 


Acctpr, my younger Brother, my moſt cordial and 
devout wiſhes for your long proſperity and uſctulneſs 
in the goſpel of Chriſt, May your Jabours in the 
Lord be crowned with a joyful harveſt of ſouls, who 
ſhall be the ſeals of your miniſtry, and crown of your 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord. 


Bzeroved Brethren and Friends of this Church and 
Congregation, 
Ws 
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We cannot but recal ro mind, on this occaſion, t pa 
faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, who have been over the 
people of Gop in this place, and have ſpoken unts; 
them'the word of life, but are now gone to the ſeput=« 
chres of their Fathers ; and are gathered unto the cone. 
gregation of the dead. Some of them were ſuddeniy” 
removed from their labours, in the midſt of their days,” 
and theirufcfulneſs.* May the paſt diſpenſations of Heas;; 
ven toward you, be long remembered with ſuitable re=7 
fictions, and a wile improvement. We \mparhins | 
with you, upon the recollection of the dark clouds, whic 
have heretofore been drawn over this people, and the&> 
days of your paſt mourning and lamentation ! Buy. 
would now felicirate you, and mingle joy with yours, 
on the bright proſpect which opens it{clt to view, og” 

F this? the 


® Since this Sermon wat delivered, the Rev, Mr. Autor hat DO Fr 
me with minutes for the Following note, containing ſome account of the.” 
THY of the firſt Chureh in Haverhill. Z 
. The Rev, John Ward, who was bort November $, 1606, cams" 
fo "uh England and ſettled in 1041, at a place, which afterwardiy *' & 
ſome where about 1645—1648, was incorporated by the name of Ha 
werbill. He preached his laft Sermon Nivember 23, 1693, and died on 
27th of the December following : Et. 88, about the 524 of his" "5 
2. The Rev, Jobn Rolfe awas ſettled in 1694, Hey his #4 
one child were killed by the Indians, Auguſt 29, 1708, about be 14k 
of his min iftry. E $ C 
3. The Rew, Joſhua Gardner /ucceeded him. The#; wy » Tots 5x 
Hement, and death are not aſcertained. 1t is ſuppoſed he was ninfiens! 
there about 5 years. F'T: 
The Rev. John Brown avas /ettled in 1719, and died ofa can, 2 
Sumption, December 24, 1 4, nw t. 46, and about the 23d of his miniftry. ns 
5. The Rev. Edward Barnard was ſettled April 27; 1743, and. 


died of a paralytic diforder, Fanuary 26, 17174, Et. $44 in the who 3 
his miniſtry. 

6. The Rev, John Shaw <vas ſettled March 12, 1777 7, and died; P 
of an Apoplexy, September 29, 1794, Et. 48, and in the 18th f be 17 
miniſtry, _, = 
"/ * i ACS RY SAEGoS 102-7 LEES 
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this auſpicious day.. So ſpeedy a reſettlement of the 

miniſtry, with ſuch an entire unanimity of the people, 
with ſo warm an eſteem expreſied for the candidate, as 
this day witneſſeth, is rarely to be found. My friends, 

behold the man of your united choice; remember his 
youth ; and let your kindneſs and tenderneſs toward 
him be as laſting, as the ſtrengths of efteem and aftec. 
tion you now expreſs toward him. Bear him much 
upon your minds at the throne of grace. And never, 
O never forſake the Levite ; but let him be with you 
without fear. Candidly receive from him the plaineſt 
truths, ſpoken as in the ſight of (op, in the name of 
Chriſt. Endeavor to render his work eaſy, and his 
uſefulneſs great among you. May the Almighty Fa- 
ther, the great Shepherd of Iſracl, take both him and 
you-into his holy protection, and build you up in faith 
and comfort. And, finally, may the Gop of peace be 
his and your portion forever. 


T#1s numerous and reſpectable audience will in« 
dalge me a word, by way of cloſe. 


Ws ſee, with what plainneſs and ſincerity, the mi- 
niſters of the everlaſting goſpel are to! preach the una» 
dalterated word of Gop ; and as of Gov, in the ſight 
of Gop, to ſpeak to men in the name of Chriſt, Of 
as much importance it is, that: we all attend to it, as 
to the word of life. 


And let us bear in mind, that it will! be a favour of 
life unto life, or, foleran thought, of death unto death, 
to every ſoul- who hears 1t, This ſhould'lead us, as 
we would wiſh for the ſalvation of our own ſouls, ever 
ro treat the goſpel and all its ſacred inſtitutions with 
great reverence and reſpect. This ſhould lead ugduly 
ro 


Le31.-1 


to regard the goſpel miniſtry, and thankfully to ac< _ 
knowledge the goodnef of Gop, in the diſpe nlations 4 a 
of his word and ordinances to the children of MEN. — b | 
May the holy Spirit of the Lord be poured out upon - 
Miniſters and people. May we all believe in the goſs : = : 

| of Chriſt, embrace its doctrines, and conform to * 
its precepts, that the bleſſings it promiſes may be Ours, * 


both in the life that now is, and in that which 1s to * 
come. 


AnD now may the Lord bleſs us, and keep us : The . 
Lord make his face to ſhine upon us, and be gracious | 
unto us ; The Lord lift up his countenance upon us, |; 
and give us peace, And may the name of the Lord | 


be put upon all the congregations of his people, that . 
he may bleſs them forever. 
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To: and worthy apprehenfions of. the. di. 
vine character aſſiſt usin forming and improving our 
ideas of his moral government. LZrght and love are 
eſſential and diſtinguiſhing excellencies of the Father 
of lights, and Gob of love, _ But in_ the order, of our 
conceptions, a peculiar glory is annexed t0o,his un- 
fearchable wiſdom. Thus firſt principle of ation di- 
rects, pervades, and regulates the whole of the. divine 
adminiſtration. We. according conceive of be only 
wiſe GOD as acting, not out of mere pleaſure and ar= 
bitrary Sovereignty, but as a_wiſe and righteous Go. 
vernor, all whoſe paths are mercy and truth. In the 
means and inſtruments, which he employs ro effe&t his 
purpoſes, as. well as in the more immediate operations 
of his hands, we behold the marks and ſignatures of a 


evi/dom, that cannot err, 


Att the works of Gop declare him to be wiſe in 
beart, as well as mighly in firength, But of all the ad- 
tnirable effects of divine ſkill and contrivance, the re- 
medial diſpenſation for the recovery of loſt man juſtly 
Claims the pre-eminence. This is emphatically tbe 
wiſdom that is from above, It is the manifold wiſdom of 
GOD, the admiration of Angels, and the inſtituted 


mcans of ſpiritual and eternal life to man, Toa 
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you, Sir, on whom WE ens are laid; is this 
ineftimable treaſure of wiſdom and knowledge Come 
mitted.,-,And gs. you are intruſted with it go. profit 
withal, fit for;your own' improvement in the. (cence 
of divine truth, and then for the benefit of others ; 
ive me leave, (as your» deputed remembrancer on 
this ſolemn occaſion,) ro remind you, that your high 
office demands! x. ſerious, pundtual,” and perſevering 
attention to the great objcagn the chriſtian miniſtry. 


— Z - ———— 


Tux facred office, to which you are called, is an 


" office to be defired, as'it'is/X'pood work, and- as it has 


benign influence on the clerical character, The time 
and abilities of man can'be employed in ' no btineſs 
"more arduous, uſeful, and honourable,” than that to 
Which you have devored yourfelf, we truſt, with' an'up- 
Tight add ready mind. Your employment,as*a epriſian 
miniſter, naturally points our its ehd; It is 't6'' edify 


The body of Chrilt—to preach'and tefify the go/pel w 


"tbe grace of GOD—and to be'a worker together with 
"him, chat his glory may be great in the Salyation* of 
"fouls from ſin and death,” ' That you may anderſtatid 
The ſacred volume in the true fenſe, and ſucceſsfully 
"explain and apply irs contents to others, you will give 
"yourſelf to renaing, meditation and prayer. 


Taz facred, ſcriptures are ,abundantly ſufficient to 
'all the purpoſes of devotion and edification; *'To be 
converſant with them is the way to be apt to teach, 


PE nn $i 


::Tuz/:more your-heart ig engaged in your work, the 


more folicitous: will you be to: declare all the counſel, of 


GUD, 


: na conduct and- affiſt the devotion of your - 


y 
as 


\EOD, keeping back- nothing, that is profitable, or. wilh ** 
edify the boy of Chrift,” Thus will: you 45/4 faſt tbe. ©: 
Jaitbful word, and ſpeak theſe things that beronme," found: ©. 
dottritie, which has* an'"invariable tendency-to melios. ©: 
rate the remper, and influence the behavior of thoſe, *- + 
who receive it. WM. Vid. 75: 


7 2t Þ. 


 nOQUW- 74 
: Ritartive to the ſpecial ordinances'of 'the goſpel, *-.” 
"ſuffice ir ro! ſay : 'They have the ſtamp of divine'atts. ; -; 


'"thority, as means'#nd/inftrumenrs of conveying ſpitit-.: 


# 


> 


" 
” 


val blefſings to men, In' the adminiftration"of them, |. -: 
"you will be guided by the diſtinjon which"rthe ſerip-.:*: 
"tures 'make between believers and 'unbelievers;iand *- 


4 


their reſpetive-offspring. - Thus to obſerve and-con< * 
. form to the original inſtitution of divine ordinances, : * 
' 38 the belt way'to corre& errors, and prevent divifions..: . 
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ConsDEriNG the preſent ſtate of religion, it is tobe; 
e expected that ſome will cake pleaſure in impating” 
the abuſes of the paſtoral office tro the office atſelt.*:: 17 
You will do well therefore /o watch in all thing andss Þ 
prepare to endure hardhbip, as a good ſoldier of "Feſus: | 
Chriſt. It is not enough. /o a&/tain from all appearance.” wo 


_ owe mc _— 0 oe as - Wage oe. + 


[ 32 } 
of evil + the dignity and i importance of your « 


quire, that you preſcribe to yourſelt an higher oy A 
ard of morals, than other chriſtians. Be == there- 


fore exemplary in word, in on verſation, in charity, it 
Fpirit, in faith, in purily. 


Ie in the duties of your office as Paſtor, Gnide, and 
Teacher, you aſſi luouſly employ your time and talents z 
{uu will be able to maintaina proper authority in the 
ſe of your Gov, without expoſing yourſelf to the 
charge of ryrannizing over bis heritage, or aſur ping do- 
eninion over the faith of your hcarers. 


It remains, dear Sir, that you live under the awe of 
an office, that binds the ſolemn paſtoral charges of Gon 
upon you, to make full proot of your miniſtry. 


You will cafily {upply the defeAs of this. exhorta- 
tion, by having recourſe to St. Paul's epiſtles ro Timo- 
thy = Titus. By ſupporting the character therein 
exhibired of @ good minifter of Feſus Chrift, you -will 
Fulfil your min:try, according to that ea 
animating deſcription of its intention and delign 78 
fave yourſelf and iboſe that bear you. 


AND now, my brother, we recommend you to GOD, 
and tbe word of bis grace, which 1s able ts build you np, 
axd to give you an inberitance among all them, that are 
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Gor, is love ; and be; who dwelleth in love; dwvels | 1 
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letb in God, and God in bim. Love is the ſum of cxs } 


cellence in moral beings ; it is the baſis and bond of 
all virtuvus union;, A divided heart is the fource of | 
human miſery ; diſcord is the bane of ſociety ; union | 
is its, happineſs and ſecurity, Union, in nature, is the ' 


vaſt Univerſe 1 in one harmonious ſyſtem. Union; in 


e, is the cement, that binds all the different pow . | 


ers and faculties of the heart together, and fixes the 
F whole on their proper objects. Union; in ſociety, is 
the tendency and affection of all the members, that 
compole it, towards one great common object, the 
general good. Union, therefore; is the ſource of per= 
ſonal and ſocial happineſs, the ſtrength and glory, the 
honor and felicity of intelligent beings. How p 
{ then, how gratifying muſt it be to benevolent minds, 
- When love and union are exemplified in a chriſtian fo- 
Ciety ? eſpecially in the tranſactions which originate, 
conduc, and complete the ordination of a goſpel mi= 


niſter, 
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great chain, which holds all the various parts of the A 


Minifter of Puistow and part of Hiveatitit F 
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auſpicious event of this day. | 


Taz council here preſent are in poſſcſſion of the 
livelicit and moſt affectionate ſenſibilities, on this oC. 
cafion ; and have defired me, as their organ, to exe 


preſs them in the Apoſtolic, mode of giving the hand, 


his, dear Sir, I now do, in token that, with the 
hand, you have our beart,, ourgfleemy aud qurrlove ; in 
token of equality and fra/ernity ; equality in office, 
and fraternity inaffection ; in token, that, we-acknowe 
ledge you a miniſter of the golpel, regularly inducted 
into cffice, and our fellow laborer in the kingdom of 
Chriſt; at the ſame time promiſing, and expecting a 


Callions. 


_ reciprocity of advice and'aſfiflance; on all proper &ce 


And now, dear brother, we gree! you much in the 
Lord. Words are wanting. to utter the: ardor of foul, 
with which ve wiſh you the benediction of Jeſus, ro 
wheſe ſpecial ſervice in the golpel, you are now dee 
vored ; and io the prudent, ferious, and faithfuE pere 
formance of which, you are under the moſt folemn 
engagements. . Under the benign influence of the 
Sunof Righteouſneſs, and in _the exerciſe of - a truly 
pious and prudent, benevolent and evangelical ſpirit, 
ſuch as was conſpicuous in your predecefiors now with 
Gon, may you 6urn and tne, wall you ſpend and are 
ſpent, Having acted your part on the ſtage of public 
he, in a pretracted miniſtry, marked with integrity, 
trarquility, and ſucceſs, may you receive a Crown of 
Glory, that fadeth not away. The Lord Jeſus Chrifl be 
$11 your Spirit ; grace be wilh you, Amen. 
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BreTnaey and Friends of. this church and bg 
fociety ; we offer you our moſt cordial con be 


Pn the tranſactions and lolemnity of this 
'Warx your late benevolent paſtor was ſuddenly MY 
moved by death, ſome of us were called to condolg ! :: 
ith Ns on that occaſion. We wep! and made ſup : 
lication together ; and we trult; it"is'in anſwet to our ;.- 
prayers, that. the Repairer of Breaches has brought | [3 
abour the event of this day: We rejoice 1n the pru- . 
dence and unanimity, which have marked the ſieps of ; 
your conduct, in this re-ſettlement. We entertain a : 32 
pleaſing hope, thathe,, w ho has ngw devoted himſelf © 'h 
to ſerve you in your'beſt intereſts, will prove a fingulas |; 
bleſſing to you, and to your children... Thar it may .- 
be ſo, bear him on your hearts inceſſantly at the throne : 
of grace, Let that brotberly /ove continue, which has - 
hitherto been your honor and ſtrength. We teperh. 77 


you, that ye receive not tbe grace of God in vain. Have , 
alt in yourſelves, and be at peace one with anoiber, þ 
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Mav I be indulged. with obſerving, before I clofe, | v5 
that the ſolemn exhibitions of this day are pregnant : 
with inſtruction, both to miniſters and the ſeveral claſſe * - 
ex of citizens here preſent, May our profitting ap= |: 
pear to all ; may. it be particulrrly manifeſt in the teme [2 
perate and ſober manner, in whichthe feſtivities, cloſing ! - 
the day, ſhall be conducted ; that no additional occas 13 p; 
fion may be given forthe general complaint, that our. * 
ordinations are ſcafong of growing licentiouſnelſs, 
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© Ano he con IME<—D) ts 
fealize and- improve our C n priviledges—to be 
| Keconcile to Gop—to be one with Chriſt—to believe 

and obey the goſpel, ahd to.cultivate all the friendly 

and ſocial ng till, through grace, we ſhall be 
gy to join the general afembr, and enjoy that 
Wy: which conſiſts in being made PERFECT IN 
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